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“SuperNinjette,” message posted at

www.atheistnetwork.com, July 16,2007.

“All the labors of the ages, all the devotion, all the
inspiration, all the noonday brightness of human genius
are destined to extinction... that the whole temple of
man’s achievement must inevitably be buried.... Only
within the scaffolding of these truths, only on the firm
foundation of unyielding despair, can the soul’s habitation
henceforth be safely built” Bertrand Russell, A Free Man’s
Worship (n.p.,1903).

N.T.Wright, The Challenge of Jesus (Downers Grove,IL:
InterVaristy Press,1999), 126.

These points were developed in Stephen T.Davis, Risen

Indeed (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993), 203-4.
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Issac Asimov as quoted in Randy Alcorn, Heaven (Carol

Stream, IL: Tyndale, 2004),393.

Alcorn, Heaven, 241.
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Craig Blomberg, The Historical Reliability of the Gospels
(Downers Grove, IL : Inter Varsity Press, 1987), 73.

Ross Clifford, Leading Lawyers” Case for the Resurrection
(Edmonton, Alberta: Canadian Institute for Law, Theology
& Public Policy, 1996), 104-5, emphasis added.

Blomberg, Historical Reliability of the Gospels, 75-76.
Norman I. Geisler, Miracles and Modern Thought (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1982), 58.

Ronald Sider, “A Case for Easter,” HIS (April 1972), 27-31.
Luis Gottschalk, Understanding History, 2nd ed. (New
York: Knopf, 1969),150.

Sean McDowell, The Fate of the Apostles (Farnham, UK:
Ash gate Press,2015).

For more detail on the reliability of the New Testament
manuscripts, see our book Evidence That Demands
A Verdict: Life Changing Truth for a Skeptical World
(Grand Rapids: Baker Books, forthcoming Fall 2017).

John Wenham, Easter Enigma (Oxford, UK: Paternoster

Press, 1984), 10-11. For another harmonization attempt,
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10.

11.

12.

see Jesus Christ: The Greatest Life Ever Lived, comp. and
trans. Johnston M. Cheney and Stanley Ellisen (Eugene,
OR: Paradise Publishing , 1994), a revision of The Life of
Christ in Stereo (Portland, OR: Western Baptist Seminary
Press, 1969).

Stephen T. Davis,Risen Indeed )Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1993),69,emphasis added.

N. T. Wright, “The Transformation of the Bodily
Resurrection,” in The Meaning of Jesus: Two Visions,
Marcus Borg and N. T. Wright (New York: Harper San
Francisco, 2000), 121-22.

Paul Maier, In the Fullness of Time: A Historian Looks at
Christmas, Easter, and the Early Church (Grand Rapids:
Kregel, 1998), 180, emphasis added.
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Cicero, V in Verrem.

Dr. Alexander Metherell was interviewed by Lee Strobel
in The Case for Christ (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998),
197-98.

William D. Edwards, Wesley J. Gabel, and Floyd E.
Hosmer, “On the Pysical Death of Jesus Christ,” Journal
of the American Medical Association, 255, no.11 (March
21, 1986).
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Michael Green, Man Alive! (Downers Grove, IL:

InterVarsity — Press, 1968),33.

Gary R. Habermas, “Why I Believe the New Testament
Is Historically Reliable,; in Why I Am a Christian:
Leading Thinkers Explain Why They Believe, ed. Norman
L. Geisler and Paul K. Hoffman (Grand Rapids: Baker
Boo0ks,2001),150.

Raymond E. Brown, The Death of the Messiah, vol. 2
(New York: Doubleday, 1994),1240.

Will Durant, Caesar and Christ (New York: Simon and
Schuster, 1944), 572.

John Chrysostom, Homilies of St. John (repr., Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1969), 321.

The importance of the Roman army is underscored by
Flavius Vegitius Renatus. A military historian, he lived
several hundred years after the time of Christ. In The
Military Institutes of the Romans, Vegitius describes the
secret to the Roman army’s success: “Victory in war does
not depend entirely upon numbers or mere courage;
only skill and discipline will insure it. We find that the
Romans owed... the conquest of the world to no other
cause than continual military training, exact observance
of discipline in their camps and unwearied cultivation of

the other arts of war”
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Archibald Thomas Robertson, Word Pictures in the New
Testament, 6 vols. (Nashville: Broadman Press, 1930),
1:238-39.

Paul Maier, “The Empty Tomb as History,” Christianity
Today, March 28, 1975, 5.

George Currie, “The Military Discipline of the Romans
from the Founding of the City to the Close of the Republic,”
abstract of a thesis published under the auspices of the
Graduate Council of Indiana University, 1928.

Bill White, A Thing Incredible: A Reassessment of the
Resurrection Narratives in Relation to Holy Week and
Israel (Israel: Yanetz Ltd., 1976).

Michael Green, The Empty Cross of Jesus (Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1984), 22-23.

Reginald H. Fuller, The Foundations of New Testament
Christology (New York: Scribner’s, 1965), 142.

Hans von Campenhausen, “The Events of Easter and the
Empty Tomb,” in Tradition and Life in the Early Church
(Philadelphia: Fortress, 1968), 44.

C. H. Dodd, “The Appearances of the Risen Christ:
A Study in Form-Criticism of the Gospels,” in More
New Testament Studies (Manchester, UK: University of
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